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President’s Note 

Dear Master Gardeners, 

There are more hours spent by Master Gardeners in the Plant 
Clinic than any other project/event we support. I thought you 
would find it interesting to see how we spent our time this past 
season. First of all there were 317 inquiries in the 2010 season, 
down from 397 inquiries in 2009 and 323 inquiries in 2008. 
Interesting…it has been suggested that many relatively new 
vegetable gardeners had given up on their gardens by mid-
June this past year due to the poor weather. If that is the case, 
hopefully they haven‟t given up totally and will return to gar-
dening next season. 
 
The following table displays the highest % of calls by catego-
ry for the past three years: 
 

% of Calls by Category 2010 2009 2008 

Trees 21% 18% 16% 

Fruit 19% 17% 17% 

Ornamentals 13% 10% 13% 

Plant ID 12% 6% 11% 

Vegetables 10% 19% 14% 

Vegetables were our third highest category in 2008 at 14%, 
leapt up to the highest category in 2009 at 19% and then 
plummeted to the fifth highest in 2010 or 10% of our overall 
calls. Trees and fruit questions seem to have had a steady 
climb over the past three years. However when you look at the 
total number fluctuations over the past three years Trees and 
Fruits actually rose from 2008 to 2009 and had a slight decline 
from 2009 to 2010. Ornamentals and Plant ID seem to be im-
pacted on the reverse pattern of Vegetables. Can one draw the 
conclusion that if gardeners are focused on vegetables they let 
their ornamentals slide and vice versa? 
What I know is that working in the Plant Clinic teaches me so 
many things. It expands my research capabilities, informs me 
of current season gardening challenges local to the community 
and gives me an opportunity to learn from my fellow Master 
Gardeners. I am looking forward to working with you in the 
Plant Clinic again next year! 
Zoe M. Bolton, President  zbolton@gmail.com    264-1210 

mailto:lauriebrown54@gmail.com
mailto:zbolton@gmail.com


 

 

Agent’s Corner 
 
In my October article, I talked about Extension’s mission and 
how the Master Gardener program fits into that mission.  
 
The recent changes to the program are a result of a need to 
refocus the program’s role in UI Extension’s mission “to im-
prove the lives of Idahoans by providing research-based edu-
cation and information that help our citizens solve problems”. 
As coordinator of the MG program, I am responsible for do-
cumenting impact of our activities in reaching our mission. 
The projects approved for Master Gardener recertification in 
2011 have been limited to those that involve educational 
outreach to the public, plus one community service project as 
approved by BCMGA. I have also asked that recertifying MGs 
make the commitment to 3 more hours in the plant clinic and 
an additional 3 hours in an approved project for a total of 12 
hours in the plant clinic and 12 in approved projects.  
 
Recently, you received two forms under separate cover that 
ask you to decide what role you want to play in the program 
in 2011. You can elect to become a recertifying Master Gar-
dener (CMG) by agreeing to the volunteer commitment and 
sending in the Recertification Agreement for 2011 by Novem-

ber 30. Recertifying MGs can be involved in all Master Gar-
dener projects.  
 
If you do not wish to recertify as a Master Gardener in 2011, 
you may elect to be an Associate Master Gardener in 2011 by 
sending in the BCMGA membership form with your dues of 
$10. Associate Master Gardeners cannot deliver information 
to the public as a Master Gardener for the year they do not 
recertify, but are welcome to be involved in BCMGA events.  
(Note: even as a certified Master Gardener you need to send 
your BCMGA membership forms to the association with your 
dues of $10) 
 
As we move forward, I ask that Master Gardeners reaffirm 
their commitment to our mission of educational outreach, 
and think of ways in which you can share the knowledge you 
have gained to Bonner County residents. It is my belief that 
volunteers will receive great personal growth and fulfillment 
when they focus on this mission.  
 
I have no doubt that our MGs will step up to this challenge, 
and for that you have my heartfelt appreciation. 
 
Mike 

  
                 
 

 
 

November Gardening To Do List 
 
From Backyard Gardeners located at: 
http://www.backyardgardener.com/Gardening_Month/zones
ep01.html 

                  
Zone 3  

 Cut back on feeding houseplants (do not feed 
dormant houseplants)  

 
Zone 4  

 Cover perennial, vegetable, bulb, and strawber-
ry beds for winter  

 Plant winter- and spring-flowering bulbs  

 Divide and replant crowded fall-blooming bulbs 
after leaves yellow  

 Buy spring-blooming bulbs  

 Cut back on feeding houseplants (do not feed 
dormant houseplants)  

 Protect roses for winter  
 
Zone 5  

 Plant winter- and spring-flowering bulbs  

 Divide and replant crowded fall-blooming bulbs 
after leaves yellow  

 Buy winter- and spring-blooming bulbs  

 Cut back on feeding houseplants (do not feed 
dormant houseplants)  

 Protect roses for winter  
 



 

 

 
 

Graduation Ceremony & Annual 

Award Celebration was a Wonder-

ful Success!     

      
 

Good times, good food, good friends!  The Graduation Cere-
mony and Annual Award Celebration were held on Friday, 
October 15

th
.  It was held at the usual location but the food 

and overall ambience exceeded all expectations. 
 
We have 18 new Certified Master Gardeners graduating in 
the class of 2010.  Mike Bauer, Extension Educator, presented 
them with their certificates and their U of I Bonner County 
Master Gardener name badges.  We welcome them to the 
program and look forward to their participation for many 
years to come.  Their energy and enthusiasm is contagious 
and stands to only continue the growth of the program.  In 
this past year they have already contributed as evidenced by 
speaking at local groups, writing articles for the newsletter, 
providing guidance at the monthly Membership Meeting, 
providing support at our many volunteer projects and taking 
on the responsibility of scheduling the Home Horticulture 
classes.   
 
Please join me in welcoming the graduating class of 2010 to 
the program: 
 

 
 
Jon Bair, Jenna Bertus, Janis Clark, Nellie Gilbertson, Linda 
Gjording, Penny Goodman, Jan Hansen, Kathleen Huntley, 
Elizabeth Maxwell, Stan Miller, Toni North, Mary Pandrea, 
Kim Peterson, Jon Porter, Lynn Savonen, Lynda Schifrin, Jan 
Wilfert and Lynn Wilson 
 
We also took some time to review the exceptional projects 
we supported in 2010 and to recognize the efforts of those 
individuals who chaired them with a token of our apprecia-
tion: 
 

Home and Garden Show – We started off the year at this 
event by providing an information booth at which we answer 
basic gardening questions and inform the public about the 
program.  In addition, throughout the 2-day event we provide 
numerous short educational programs.  This was lead by 
Brenda Fletcher. 
 
Mickinnick Trail – This has been one of our sponsored beauti-
fication projects for the community.  The work effort consists 
of maintaining a major local trail head and using it as an ex-
ample of the use of native plant materials.  Direction is pro-
vided by Jan Griffits. 

                  
 
 Home Horticulture Series – This is a semi-annual event 
where we offer a series of educational courses to the public.  
They have always been well received by the community.  The 
committee works hard to identify topics, find speakers, man-
age registration and manage the venue on the night of each 
class.  It is also our largest fund raiser annually.  Our co-chairs 
for the HH series are Don Childress, Janae Dale and Gail 
Swan.   
 
Plant Clinic – This is the cornerstone of our volunteer efforts; 
to assist the general public with gardening questions.  It is the 
bases for the creation of the program and it commands the 
most volunteer hours.  Monitoring is provided by our Plant 
Clinic Coordinator, Martha Fortunati. 
 
Learning Garden – This effort began some years back with 
the idea of providing a venue at which the community could 
observe and learn from actual growing practices.  The Learn-
ing Garden continues to evolve from year to year as new 
growing practices are explored.  An additional benefit to the 
Learning Garden is that the harvest is donated to the food 
bank.  The Learning Garden has grown under the guidance of 
Mikey Haven and Gail Swan. 
 



 

 

       
 
Garden Tour – This is the event where Bonner County 
homeowners open their private gardens to the public.  It 
exposes attendees to design ideas, plant materials, possibly 
water features and unique artwork.  The homeowners are 
typically present to answer questions.  This is the 2

nd
 largest 

fundraiser of the year for the association.  It is chaired by the 
capable leadership of Penny Barton. 
 
Yard Sale – The Yard Sale is an annual event to raise funds for 
the organization.  This past year there was an added 
emphasis to increase the number of plants for sale.  The 
money brought in helps to fund informational and 
educational materials.  A big thanks to Janae Dale for leading 
this effort. 
 
Bonner County Fair – At the BCF we have an opportunity to 
promote the program and to provide informational and 
educational materials to the public.  It also brings out our 
creative streak as we like the challenge of the competition in 
attempting to decorate the the best booth.  This event is 2

nd
 

only to the plant clinic in thenumber of hours that are 
contributed by the membership.  It has been successful 
thanks to the clear guidance of Gail Locke. 
 
In addition to the event chairs, we also recognized four 
individuals who stand out for their contributions across all 
projects and/or unique contribution in their area of speciality.  
Their efforts are greatly appreciated.  Each of these four 
individuals received a $25 gift certificate from a local 
commercial establishment.  Those four individuals are: 
  
Mr. Handyman, Howard Fennimore - for his assistance with 
everything structural.  He has been instrumental in building 
items for the BCMGA such as the Plant Clinic sandwich 
boards, shelving for the fair and compost bins.  This past 
summer we auctioned off a compost bin made by Howard as 
a fundraiser for the organization. 
 

 
 
Ms. Public Relations, Chris McIntosh - for her work in 
establishing and maintaining relationships with local 
organizations that can be called on to assist in the promotion 
of our activities.  The twice a year Home Horticulture Series 
and the Garden Tour are our two biggest money makers of 
the year.  The attendance wouldn't be as successfull as it is 
without the promotional efforts of Chris. 
  
Ms. Educator, Jennifer Costich-Thompson - Many of us aspire 
to be like Jennifer when we grow up.  Her wealth of 
knowledge, teaching skills and desire to contribute to the 
learning opportunities of others makes all that attend her 
classes better at responding to the general public inquiries.  
The MG Advanced Series on Plant ID this past year was 
excellent and we can't thank her enough for the work she put 
into it.  
  
Ms. Innovator, Janae Dale - Janae keeps pushing the program 
to be a little bit better, sometimes without us even noticing 
it.  She introduced and/or provided leadership to several new 
initiatives this year such as having an information booth at 
the Farmers Market, promoting MG Advanced Classes, 
participating as a Garden Gnome at one of the new school 
gardens and pulling a group together to define the mentoring 
program.  Her focus on education is a key element to the 
program and to the BCMGA. 
 

 
 

Congrats to all of our graduating students and thanks to the 

entire membership for all that 



 

 

HOLIDAY PARTY FUN 

 
 

The 2010 BCMGA Holiday Party will be 
held at the Coldwater Creek Cafeteria on 
Saturday, December 4, at 6pm.  All CMGs 
and Associates are invited, as well as spous-
es, significant others and immediate family 
members.  The BCMGA will provide an ent-
ree for the party.  Attendees should bring a 
favorite potluck dish to round out the meal.  
Coffee and punch will be provided by the 
BCMGA, but those who wish to celebrate 
with an alcoholic beverage may bring their 
drink of choice.  There will be a “White 
Elephant” gift exchange.  Each person who 
wishes to participate should bring a mystery 
gift for this always entertaining event. 
 
If you do not drive at night, we are trying to 
coordinate carpooling opportunities.  Please 
email Ann Warwick at 
w.redguy@frontier.com, or call her at 263-
2844 to find someone from your area with 
whom to share a ride to and from the event. 
We have not tried this before, and are hop-
ing it will increase attendance at the party. 

This is always a fun event, and an opportunity to get 
better acquainted with fellow members of BCMGA.  
Please try to attend and join in the good times to 
celebrate another successful year. 

 

 
Is Don Childress taking a gift from someone else during the 2009 
White Elephant Exchange at the Holiday Party? 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

The following meetings are open to all interested members 
within the association.  Please note the date, time and loca-
tion and plan on attending if you are interested in contribut-
ing or just learning more about the subject.  If you have ques-
tions prior to the meeting please contact the chair or lead 
individual identified within the meeting description. 
 
Note: please accept our apologies to our working members as 
the following meetings are scheduled during the normal work 
day.  Over the next couple of months we will review the tim-
ing of our activities seeking options that will allow the partici-
pation of a wider group. 
 

 

MG Advanced Class Planning Committee Meeting 

 
November 17, 2:30pm, Extension Office 
Contact Janae Dale at dalejanae@gmail.com or 265-2205. 
 
The agenda for this meeting includes discussion around the 
scheduling (day/time) of the advanced classes, optional 
speaker fees, modified evaluation form, possible inclusion of 
associate members and class topics.  In addition the summary 
from the Membership Surveys regarding the training pro-
grams will be reviewed and incorporated as applicable into 
the advanced class planning. 
 

 
 
Funding Surplus Meeting 
 
November 17, 1pm, Extension Office 
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Contact Zoe Bolton at zbolton@gmail.com or 264-1210 
 
Through the hard efforts of many, the association has a sur-
plus of funds that has been accumulating over a couple of 
years.  Using our mission statement as our guide in conjunc-
tion with recent input from our membership survey we would 
like to identify appropriate use of those funds.  Suggested 
ideas to date include items such as expansion of guests 
speakers with related fees and expansion of educational ma-
terials made available to the public.  At this meeting will dis-
cuss possible use of the funds and make recommendations at 
the next full membership meeting. 

 
Survey Results Review - Volunteer Projects & 
Overall Comments 
 
November 16

th
, 9:30am, Extension Office 

Contact Zoe Bolton at zbolton@gmail.com or 264-1210 
The membership survey questions are broken into four cate-
gories; training program, plant clinic, volunteer projects and 
overall comments.  We will be reviewing the summary of 
those comments with an eye towards implementing changes 
as may be applicable.  The training program comments will be 
reviewed within the MG Advanced Class Planning Committee.  
The plant clinic comments will be reviewed sometime after 
the first of the year as we plan for the opening of the clinic 
next spring.  This meeting is to review the volunteer projects 
for 2011 along with the overall comments from the member-
ship.  In addition this meeting will review and make recom-
mendations on the community service project to be approved 
by the U of I and included in the program volunteer hours for 
2011. 
 

Mentor Program Committee Meeting 
 
November 18

th
, 9am, Extension Office 

Lynn Pietz, lynnpietz@hotmail.com or 265-3563 
 
The Mentoring Program was initially conceived to help the 
new class transition into the Master Gardener program.  
Mentors would be available to answer questions, make intro-
ductions and encourage participation across the many 
projects we support.  There will not be a new student class 
next year; it has been moved to 2012.  The Mentoring Pro-
gram Committee will be discussing at this meeting the para-
meters around implementing the mentoring program con-
cepts and promoting a mentoring or “buddy” system in 2011 
for the more recent graduating classes from the program. 
 

Membership Meeting 
 
December 1, 9 am, Extension Office 
Contact Zoe Bolton at zbolton@gmail.com or 264-1210 
 

Holiday Reception 
 
December 4, 6 pm, Coldwater Creek Cafeteria 
 

 
 

Friendly Reminder! 
 
Please send in your renewal and recertification forms soon!  

 
 

Tissue Culture Class 
 
Last month Dr. Bob Tripepi taught a very interesting class on 
tissue culture, where he showed us how to clone a large 
number of plants from a very small amount of parent plant 
tissue. I was amazed at not just the number of plants you can 
get from a tiny bit of leaf, but the number of ingredients in 
the culture medium- 30 to 50 chemicals! And the medium has 
to be specific to the plant that is being started in it- a medium 
that works for one plant can kill the tissue of another. Sterility 
is an absolute must. The culture medium isn’t just good for 
growing plants- it works equally well for fungi. After the lec-
ture portion, Dr. Tripepi had the class prepare some tissue 
cuttings and place them in petri dishes of suitable medium to 
take home.  
 
I thought my little (1/4” square) tissue bits were dead as they 
curled up and started to darken, but a week ago I looked at 
them and there was little plantlets forming on them! Sadly, 
this morning I found that one petri dish was contaminated 
and growing mold around the plantlets. Hopefully I managed 
to keep the other one clean and I will get plants from it.  
 

 
 

Excellent Response to Surveys! 

 
In late August a BCMGA Survey was sent out to the member-
ship to assess the program. A total of 38 surveys were returned 
which was a great response. Thanks so much for sending in 
your thoughts. 
There were lots and lots of great comments and suggestions. 
All of the input will be reviewed for possible inclusion into the 
program. The following lists the top four combined responses 
across all categories: 

 
Top Four Areas of Enjoyment (combined unique answers) 
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1. Camaraderie/friendships (37) 
2. Ongoing education/learning (33) 
3. Public service (15) 
4. Quality of instructors (12) 

Top Four Suggestions for Improvement (combined unique 

answers) 

 
1. Development of a Mentoring Program (8) 
2. Plant Clinic – increase size of work area or reduce 

number of people working at any given time (8) 
3. Add weekend or evening hours to accommodate 

working MGs (7) 
4. Plant Clinic – improve process, forms, etc. (7) 

 

 
 

The survey is broken into four sections; Training Program, 
Plant Clinic, Volunteer Projects and Overall comments about 
the program. Review of the comments and suggestions will be 
split between the appropriate committees. The Advanced 
Classes committee will review the Training Program com-
ments and suggestions. The Plant Clinic comments and sug-
gestions will be reviewed by a committee headed by Mike 
Bauer. The Volunteer Projects and Overall comments will be 
reviewed by a special committee formed for this purpose. See 
the Upcoming Meetings section in this newsletter for the dates 
and times of these committee meetings. All meetings are open 
to the membership. Note that the Plant Clinic group will not 
meet until after the new year. 
Look for updates in future Garden Gate newsletters as to the 
implementation of your ideas and suggestions! 
 

 
 

 
 

Now that the garden season is winding down, you may 
find yourself surfing the internet for gardening sites, 
looking for a gardening „fix‟. Here are some of my favo-
rite sites: 
 
The Garden Web Forums: 
http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums/ 
 
There are forums for most every kind of plant or garden 
you can think of here, and the people range from total 
beginners to experts. Some forums that might be of par-
ticular interest for us here: 
 
Gardening in the Far North: 
http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums/farnorth/ 
 
Rocky Mountain Gardening: 
http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums/rmgard/ 
 
Idaho Gardening: 
http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums/idgard/ 
A lot of the posts on this forum are from southern Idaho, 
but there are also folks from around here.  
 
There are also forums on daylilies, hostas, vegetables, 
several on roses, compost, annuals- you name it, it‟s 
there. These forums are a great way to spend some time 
learning from, and helping, other people who love gar-
dening.  
 
This is one of my favorite garden blogs: 
 
Studio G- Garden Design and Landscape Design Inspira-
tion 
http://www.studiogblog.com/ 
She posts almost every day, showing us gardens, plants 
and products to inspire.  
 
Cold Climate Gardening 
http://www.coldclimategardening.com/ 
A recent post about fall gardening mistakes that can cost 
you money is a good one for us all! 
 
The Spokane Gardening Examiner (yours truly is one of 
them) 
http://www.examiner.com/gardening-in-spokane 
 
Do you have any favorite garden web sites or blogs? Do 
you have your own garden blog or website devoted to 
gardening? Please share them with us!  
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