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Holidays and celebration!
Congratulations to the 2009 UI Master Gardener class graduates and to the new Board Members and Officers. The new 
Board will begin their time in office on January 1, 2010. Please see the election results listed below.

 
Please contribute to The Garden Gate. Informational articles, garden tips, announcements, and digital photos are welcome.

President’s Note

 To the Dirty Fingernail Crowd, 

Graduation evening was most enjoy-
able, with good company and good 
food, and sixteen students completing 
the program. WELCOME! to those of 
you who have recertified to continue 
with the Master Gardener program, 

and joined the Association. If you didn’t get your gift of 
garden gloves, please give me a call. I have them here at 
home. 
The graduation dinner was beautifully decorated, as al-
ways, by Penny and lots of helpers. Thanks again, Penny, 
for all your work and all your decorations.

Willie Millard has created a beautiful banner and table-
cloth with the U of I Master Gardener logo on them. They 
were on display at the graduation party, but if you didn’t 
get a chance to see them, please take a look at the Christ-
mas party. Notice the detailed handwork. She did a won-
derful job! We will be using them at all our events. 
Thanks, Willie! 

The Association’s cost for copies made in the extension 
office has been significantly reduced to .02 cents per 
page. Thanks, Mike, for adjusting this expense. 

Zoe Bolton and Ann Warwick have been putting in hours 
of work on the paperwork for our application for Tax Ex-
emption status. The paperwork has been sent to the attor-
ney and they hope to meet with him soon for his input. A 
special thanks to The Native Plant Society for allowing us 
to use their application as a guide.

It isn’t that long until the big Christmas party, Friday, De-
cember 4. That’s always a highlight of the year. It’s a 
wonderful evening to catch up with other MGs you 
haven’t seen for awhile and have a good time. It’s a pot-
luck, again, so you know the food will be excellent. We’ll 
have a plant and seed exchange/giveaway, so bring any 
extra plants or saved seeds for the exchange table. There 
will be awards and gifts for members, including more 
garden gloves, and the highlight of the evening, a delight-
ful white elephant gift exchange. You could even get a 
wonderful chipper or box of screened goat manure! 

The board for next year has been elected. They will take 
office at the January meeting. Hurray! I know Zoe will be 
a great president, and please give her your support. The 
next membership meeting is Wednesday, December 2. I 
hope you can come. 

Keep looking down, 

Janae Dale, President
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Agent’s Corner

Changes to the 2010 MG Program

Thanks for all your input into the 
year-end evaluation of the Master 

Gardener Program. The meeting on October 22 was very 
successful, and we talked about all aspects of training, 
and we will continue to improve the program. Some posi-
tive changes in store for the training program:

• Start training two weeks earlier, beginning on 
Tuesday, February 2, and through April 16, 2010;

• Add a unit on Cover Crops and Composting and 
another on Vegetable Culture in response to in-
creased plant clinic questions, and eliminate the 
plant clinic orientation, incorporating it into the 
rest of the training program, for a net gain of 
three hours;

• Add another hands-on class, bringing the total to 
three and integrating portions of the plant clinic 
orientation into them;

• Keep format the same for CMG basic training 
opportunity;

• Have a 3 to 4 week post classroom series that 
includes nursery visits (BCMGA sponsored and 
organized)

• Involve CMGs as group leaders in guided prac-
tice sessions; 

• Create a calendar of events for 2010 by mid way 
through classroom training;

• Introduce CMGs at the beginning of each basic 
training class.

You are all to be commended for your commitment to 
excellence in 2009!

Happy Gardening!

Mike

UI Master Gardener Graduation 2009

2010 Board Members/Officers

o Zoe Bolton, President
o Ann Warwick, Vice-President
o Bob Blair, Treasurer
o Howard Fennimore, Board Member
o Mikey Haven, Board Member
o Marlissa Keyes, Board Member
o Willie Millard, Board Member
o Lynn Pietz, Board Member
o Gail Swan, Board Member
o Mike Williams, Board Member

(Secretary position to be determined from among the 
Board Members.)
Thanks to Brenda Fletcher and Bob Blair for their work on the 
Nominating and Election Committee.

UI Master Gardener Graduation 2009
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Important Dates

December 2, Wednesday, BCMGA Meeting, 9 a.m., UI Exten-
sion office, all welcome

December 4, Friday, BCMGA Christmas Party, 5:30 p.m., Sand-
point Community Hall (Potluck). All CMGs and BCMGA Asso-
ciates and their guests are invited. (Bring a gift if you wish to 
participate in the white elephant exchange.)

Please contact any Board Member or Officer if you wish to partici-
pate in or organize any activity. 

Announcements

 Submissions to The Garden Gate are welcome. 
Photos (digital preferred), garden hints, and suggestions 
for articles that you would like to read are especially 
needed. Please send them to Kit Cooley by the first of the 
month for that month’s issue.

 Master Gardener logo decals for t-shirts and 
sweatshirts are available at Super Tees in the Bonner Mall 
(next to J.C. Penney’s). The decals are paid for by the 
BCMGA, so they are free for you! Just buy or bring an 
article of clothing, along with your MG badge or gradua-
tion certificate, to Super Tees and they will transfer it on 
for you. 

Home Horticulture Series classes were a great 
success thanks to Don Childress, Gail Swan and Janae 
Dale, who developed the program, and thanks to all the 
facilitators who assisted with the classes. We raised $1305 
(before expenses). Thanks also to Chris McIntosh for 
publicizing the program. Suggestions for future Home 
Horticulture classes should be given to Don Childress.

 BCMGA website URLs: Here are two ways to get 
to the BCMGA website: www.BonnerCountyMGA.org 
and  www.Sandpoint.org/bcmastergardeners

 BCMGA Bible updated: Please make use of this 
valuable resource (in the Plant Clinic office). Thanks to 
Ann Warwick and Bob Blair for the new Committee 
Checklist, a form that will help committee chairs organize 
future activities. If you have chaired a committee in the 

past and have some information to share, please contact 
either Ann or Bob to have it included in the binder.

 Outstanding Trees of Sandpoint, Idaho. Check out 
this new publication (free and available from the City 
Clerk’s office). It is a guided walking tour of the trees in 
Sandpoint. BCMGA field trip, anyone?

 Plant Clinic update: Next season the Plant Clinic 
will be open from mid-April to mid-October.

Garden Hints

There’s still time! Get debris picked up and composted 
or disposed of, and add those amendments, such as ma-
nure and chopped leaves to your garden. Tuck in your 
perennials with some mulch and put away all your tools 
and hoses. Until spring!

Did you know? Mustard green manures can control soil-
borne pests through the effects of crop rotation, changes 
in the soil microbial community, and through the action 
of allelopathic chemicals in the green manure crop. More 
information is available here: 
http://grant-adams.wsu.edu/agriculture/covercrops/green_
manures/

A garden is never so good as it will be next year.
! ! ! ! --Thomas Cooper
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